MODERN   TRAVAKCORE
No account of music in Travancore is complete without a reference to the Mavelikara stock of the Royal House which has given brilliant musicians like Kunjar Raja who had distinguished himself as a Swarabat player and whose wonderful performances the Author has enjoyed with delight. Other fine arts also had their exponents in this family. The brightest and latest member who has inherited these talents to a high degree of proficiency is Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi D. Litt. who is a finished player in the difficult, and complex instrument of Veena which is Her Highness' hobby. His Highness the Maharaja who, like his great ancestor Ayilliam Tirunal, has a rich and melodious voice, would easily have taken his place as a renowned vocalist but for his other preoccupations as a Ruler. Still he is known to be a musical critic of a high order. Mr. T. Lakshmana Filial in referring to Her Highness the Maharani says that Her Highness' " knowledge of the theory and practice of music is simply astonishing" He proceeds; "No one who has had the good fortune of listening to her conversaion about Music can fail to be struck with Her Highness' high, keen and refined intelligence, her profundity of knowledge and the vast fund of her information on the subject of Music. As a player on the Veena, Her Highness takes rank with the best artists in the field1'. These fine qualities of the real artist are inherited by Her Highness' daughter, Her Highness Princess Kartiga Tirunal whose musical accomplishments have already won praise from competent musical critics.
An illustrious Royal House like ours which has at its back such an ancient and valuable heritage of traditions and musical talents represented today by gifted, patriotic and noble souls like His Highness Sir Sri Chitra Tirunal Maharaja and Her Highness Maharani Setu Parvati Bayi naturally feels that it is their moral duty to revive and resuscitate this finest of fine arts and has